
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,                                                                                               Friday, 26th March 2021 

I am very excited to share with you the changes that will transform our group of schools enabling 

us to work more collaboratively together. These will provide fantastic benefits to every child and 

teacher in our family of schools. As a team of leaders, the Heads have been working hard with our 

new CEO, Dan Morrow, for the last six months to reimagine how we work and create systems so that 

children have the very best provision in each of our schools no matter the size or location. This 

transformation will help us to actualise our vision and values and to build greater leadership 

capacity across our schools. Please see a copy of the vision and values attached to this newsletter. 

Please join me in welcoming Mrs Janine Cook who will be Principal at Boasley Cross Primary School 

and Northlew Primary school starting in the summer term. I have been working closely with Mrs Cook 

as part of the Dartmoor Federation leadership team for our 6 schools since January 2018. She is an 

extremely strong and experienced leader and is already familiar with Boasley Cross staff. Our 

established relationship will ensure that there will be an effective and long transition across the 

summer term ready for a new academic year in September. I know that you will make Mrs Cook 

feel welcome into our school community. I will be transitioning into 2 new settings as Principal at 

Highampton Primary and Exbourne Primary Schools. You can view our leadership short video here 

https://youtu.be/YY8LpKIds0Y. 

This change in leadership does not mean that I am moving away from the school entirely. All 

Principals have areas of specialism across all 14 of the Trust Primary school, so I will be working 

collaboratively in the future for the best outcomes for all children and communities. There will be an 

opportunity for you to meet Mrs Cook in a Teams meeting at 17:30 next Wednesday if you were not 

able to meet her in person on the school gate. To book a place, please contact the school office. 

This week 

At Boasley Cross this week, we have been having a big push on Reading at home and have seen 

the return of ‘Word of the Week’ – this week the word is ‘benevolent’ so do encourage your child 

to find out it’s meaning and use in their writing. When reading with your child at home, talk about 

the new vocabulary they come across as this will help to build up their bank of words for writing. In 

addition, this week, we have had Devon Cricket’s Johnny Varcoe in to coach the children in Quik 

Cricket and to up their team playing skills. This was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 

Mindfulness can be really useful for coping with anxiety. Different techniques will appeal to different 

people. It is important is that everyone finds a strategy that works for them. The following sites give 

practical ideas of things that you could do. *Get Self Help (www.getselfhelp.co.uk ) Self-help ideas 

 *Headspace (www.headspace.com ) Meditation and mindfulness *Moodjuice 

(www.moodjuice.scot.nhs.uk ) Help with emotional problems 

Respectful, Resourceful, Resilient 

 A creative approach to learning where all pupils succeed 

https://youtu.be/YY8LpKIds0Y
http://www.getselfhelp.co.uk/
http://www.headspace.com/
http://www.moodjuice.scot.nhs.uk/


The following websites have information about mental health and wellbeing, as well as a range of 

magazine articles, message boards and forums. Young people using these sites have told us that 

sharing similar concerns and experiences with other young people can break some of the stigma 

and help them to feel less isolated.  

 Kooth – www.kooth.com  

 ChildLine – www.childline.org.uk  

 Mind – www.mind.org.uk  

 Young Minds – www.youngminds.org.uk 

Grounding is a technique that helps keep someone in the present. It helps to reorient a person to 

the here-and-now and moment. Grounding skills can be helpful in managing overwhelming feelings 

or intense anxiety. For lots of young people, it is really important to have things that they can do in 

the moment if their anxiety or worries are really difficult to cope with. 

Being resourceful 

Please can you ensure that your child arrives at school each day with their belongings – this includes 

reading book and record, water bottle and a shower proof coat for rainy days. PE kits should be in 

school every day on your child’s peg. We often have a PE/ outdoor session spontaneously and so it 

is best that this is kept in school and taken home at the weekend for washing. Many thanks for your 

support. 

After school clubs Summer term 

As we look ahead to the Summer term, I am pleased to let you know that we are able to provide 

after school provision once again. Our clubs will be limited to class bubbles, with limited clubs for 

KS1 as we really just want them to settle – Monday Madness will allow them some extra time for 

communication and interaction with exciting Science based play activities! Please check the new 

version of School Gateway for signing up to the clubs once this goes live at the end of term. 

Numbers are limited, so please consent early. 

 BOASLEY CROSS 

Monday Monday Madness  

KS1 – Mrs Elliott 

Tuesday Football superstars 

KS2 only – Mr Paine 

Nurture group 

selected children -Mrs Simmons & Mrs Ogborne 

Wednesday Project Kindness  

KS2 -Mrs Winter 

Thursday Netball club 

Bodmin class – Mrs Ogborne 

Friday NO CLUBS 

 

The only thing left to say at the end of this week of big news and upcoming changes is that I would 

like to thank the parents and children at Boasley Cross for making my time at the school the very 

best in my career in Education. The Boasley team and the culture of care and consideration at 

Boasley makes it a special place to work and in which to nurture and develop our children. I thank 

you for your ongoing support whole-heartedly. Boasley Cross holds a special place in my heart and 

it always will. 

Kindest regards and wishing you all a wonderful Easter! 

Deirdre Petersen 

http://www.kooth.com/
http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.mind.org.uk/
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/


A note from Mrs Cook – “I thought I would take this opportunity to introduce myself to the Boasley 

community.  It has been so lovely to spend a few days at Boasley Cross this week; speaking to the 

children and getting to know staff better as well as meeting some of our parents on the gate has 

made me very excited about the next chapter in our DMAT journey. 

So, where do I start.  Originally from Belfast, I have been living in North Devon for 15 years with my 

family, have three children (two at primary and one at secondary) and a small dog called Rory.  I have 

been teaching for over 25 years in various schools which include a large multicultural school in London 

and a large school in North Devon.  Within my teaching career I have held many leadership positions 

and supported, guided, and led a community of literacy leaders developing phonics programs and 

improving reading and writing as part of my senior leadership role and English subject leader.  

I joined the DMAT in 2018 as the Head of School at Northlew Primary and have successfully worked 

as part of a team here to improve standards, developing the curriculum, and engaging the children of 

Northlew in the importance of pupil voice. In 2019, the school achieved a ‘good’ in our SIAMS 

inspection off the back of the hard working and dedicated team who worked together alongside our 

children and community to achieve this. Throughout my time in my role of head of school I have been 

working closely with Mrs Petersen, Mr Hill and Mr Whittley within our Federation Group to raise 

standards and continue to develop teaching and learning for all our children.  I pride myself on 

working collaboratively with our staffing team to achieve the highest quality of education for all our 

children and I am looking forward to working more closely with the community of Boasley Cross.  

Please do come along to the parent’s session organised for next Wednesday 31st March at 5:30pm, it 

would be lovely to meet you all.” 

 



 

 

 

  

                WORKING HARD IN DARTMOOR                                EDUCATIONAL FUN IN LITTLEMOOR 

  

DEVON CRICKET VISIT 

  

                   MUSIC WITH MRS JOLLIFFE                                       WRITING IN LITTLEMOOR 



   Celebration Assemblies 
Friday 19th March  

Pupils of the week Littlemoor Nicholas for coming back to school with an outstanding attitude 

towards his learning and presentation of work 

 Dartmoor Stan for always looking for ways to extend his learning 

 Bodmin Alfie for showing a superb work ethic and attitude to his learning 

Learning Littlemoor Freya – “this week in English, I really enjoyed learning about adjectives 

and adverbs” 

 Dartmoor Jemima – “we’ve been learning about the digestive system, when you 

chew your food there’s a chemical that makes it break up” 

 Bodmin Tiggy – “I’ve enjoyed learning about debates, it’s where you express 

your opinion. We’ve been debating gender equality” 

New Word of the 

Week 

‘Benevolent’ 

Achievements in 

School 

Year 5 and 6 Bikeability Level 1 and Level 2 

Golden Heart Award 

for special act of 

kindness 

Tilly for showing care and concern to others in school 

 

 

 



 



 


