
 
 

                                         

Respectful, Resourceful, Resilient 
 A creative approach to learning where all pupils can succeed 

 
 

Newsletter 
Friday 17th September 

 
 

Remember to book your child’s school dinners for the coming week! 
 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

I would like to begin this week’s newsletter by saying how well the children have settled 

back into school routines and systems.  With our bubbles being lifted, the children can 

mix during break and lunch times and the older children have been helping to support our 

younger children during lunch in the dinner hall.  Our reception children have been 

engaging beautifully with their continuous provision activities, whilst becoming more 

familiar with our school rules; learning to turn take and problem solve together as a group. 

 

Staff have begun exploring our wider curriculum with the children across the school.  

Our curriculum newsletters that have gone home today will give an outline of the range 

of topics that the children will be covering across the curriculum this term.  I am pleased 

to welcome Mrs Jordan to our team.  Mrs Jordan will be working with Mrs Winter in 

Oketor class to deliver MFL (Modern foreign languages) lessons this term. 

 

A huge thank you to the Morris family who have very kindly offered their time and 

resources to rebuild and extend our existing forest school shelter over the summer 

holidays.  We truly value providing opportunities for the children to learn outdoors and 

plan to utilise the amazing place and newly rebuilt shelter with all our children.  Next 

week, Mrs Simmons will begin to run weekly group sessions for Oketor children and an 

after-school club for our children in Littlemoor.   We would like to invite all our parents 

to come to the grand opening of the newly created space, please see more information in 

this week’s newsletter.   

 

To bring the children’s learning to life and provide them with some real-life hands-on 

experiences, we have several trips and visitors planned for this term.  Please see the 

information within the newsletter about some of the events we have planned.  More trips 

to be announced in next week’s newsletter. 

 

As the weather is so unpredictable at the moment, please can all children bring a coat to 

school.  Drinks bottles are also encouraged, as staff offer the children regular breaks 

throughout the day to keep themselves hydrated. 

 

This week’s 

attendance 

was:   

99.10% 

 



 

BOOK AND BISCUIT AFTERNOONS 

We would like to warmly welcome our parents back into the school 

again now that that we are able to have visitors in school. In our 

last parents’ forum, we discussed the impact covid had on parents 

coming into the classroom and engaging with their children’s 

learning.  We would like to invite parents along to our fortnightly 

‘Book and Biscuit’ afternoons.    These will take place every two 

weeks on a Friday afternoon from 2:15 – 2:35pm.  Our book and biscuit afternoons 

are an opportunity for parents and carers to come into the classroom and share a reading 

book and biscuit with their child. As the sessions progress, we will also share the 

children’s books so that you can see the fantastic learning the children have been 

completing in class.    Our first book and biscuit afternoon will be on Friday 1st October 

from 2:15 – 2:35pm. 

 

CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY 

We have already begun our celebration assemblies this term.  

This is an opportunity to celebrate the fantastic achievements 

of learning in both classes as well as identifying someone who 

has demonstrated our school’s value of the half term.  This half 

term we are working on ‘resilience’, showing determination and 

great perseverance with our learning, even when things are 

tricky.  We would like to invite our parents to join us each Friday 

afternoon from 2:35 – 3:00pm for our celebration assembly 

starting from next week, Friday 24th September.  

 

CLIVE PIG VISIT  

                                                                                         

We are really pleased to welcome back Clive Pig, a renowned 

storyteller, to emerge Oketor class in their history topic of 

‘The Romans’.  Clive will be visiting us on Wednesday 29th 

September.  More information to follow next week. 

 

 

 

FAMILY PICNIC 

To celebrate the grand opening of our fantastic outside 

forest school and sensory garden, we would like to invite all 

our Boasley families to an afternoon picnic in the school 

field.  Mr Morrow, our CEO, will be coming along to open the 

area and our catering staff will be providing picnics for our 

families to enjoy.  Please put the date in your diaries – 

Monday 4th October at 3pm.  Fingers crossed for dry 

weather so that we can celebrate the generosity of the community together.  

 

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend. 

 

Mrs Cook 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

School Diary 

2021 

Monday 21st  

Tuesday 22nd Netball after school club KS2 

Wednesday 23rd OCRA Martial Arts after school club KS2 

Thursday 24th OCRA Multiskills after school club KS1 

Friday 25th Celebration Assembly 2.35pm – all welcome! 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 8.30am to 

3pm  
Tuesday/Thursday 8.30am to 12pm  

Please advise the office by 12pm if your 
child’s ‘going home’ arrangements are to 

change for the day so that this can be 
logged for safeguarding purposes. 



 
Our Star Learners this week 

      

   

Our School Value Certificates this week   

 

 

 

Isla for enthusiasm to 

learn within all areas of 

the curriculum. 

 

Charlotte for showing fantastic 

perseverance and resilience when 

forming the letters in her name. 

 

Kieran for wonderful 

artwork in the style of 

William Morris. 
 

Jack for showing great resilience in maths 

lessons. Even when the work was tricky, he 

carried on trying and was able to succeed. 
 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Okehampton Library 

 
The LIBRARY 

It’s easy and free to use your library 

You can borrow books, take part in activities and use our computers or Wi-Fi. 

It's free to become a member of the library, either join online or by visiting staff in the 

library. 

• A huge range of stories from the classics through to popular series, the latest 

bestsellers, and graphic novels within our Junior and Teen library. 

• Easy Reads for children learning or struggling to read. 

• Information books to help with learning, homework and hobbies/interests 

• All of these books are free to borrow and reserving of stock is free for children. 

• We have stories on CD's which are free to borrow and films and TV programmes on 

DVD which may be hired by adults. 
    

Our online resources 

We have a range of free resources that all library members can access online: 

• A large selection of eBooks to download or stream on Libby.  Ranging from junior 

‘beginner reads’ for children learning through to read to teen reads.  

• A range of eAudiobooks to download or stream via BorrowBox and Libby.  

• A selection of eMagazines and eNewspapers are available on Libby 

• Online reference resources at Devon Libraries.  

 

 

Book Amnesty 8 September – 8 October 

Got an overdue book on your conscience? 📚 

Couldn't face returning that DVD after losing it down the back of the sofa three years ago? 

Return your horribly overdue items to your library during our Book Amnesty, and your fine 

will be waived, no questions asked 

 

Saturday 2nd October ~ Okehampton Fun Palace 09:30-12:00 

Fun Palaces is a national campaign to put culture in the heart of local communities. It is an 

annual weekend of action - arts, science, craft, tech, digital, heritage and sports. We are 

offering a creative community morning of free taster activities. If you would like to take part, 

sharing a skill or learning a new one, please contact Okehampton Library.  

Current activities include ukulele and patchwork. 

For more info about Fun Palaces visit their website. funpalaces.co.uk 

 

 

Tuesday 5 October ~ Celebrating 'Libraries Week' 

08:00-10:00 ~ A cuppa and a croissant.  Pop in before school for a book. 

18:00-20:00 ~ Late Night Library Opening, with light refreshments. 

View our local history collections, including the Wardhayes picture collection, which is 

located throughout the library building. 

All our usual library services will be available, and staff will be on hand to tell you about all 

our digital services. 

 

 

Half Term Event, 25th - 30th October - TBC, please check our Facebook page or website 

for details: www.devonlibraries.org.uk/okehamptonlibrary 

 

READING WELL Collection for children - Books to help you feel better 

A collection of books free to borrow from Okehampton Library. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.overdrive.com%2Fapps%2Flibby%2F%3Futm_medium%3Dlightning_banner%26utm_source%3Dlightning%26utm_campaign%3Dlibby&data=04%7C01%7Cvbendle%40dmatschools.org.uk%7Ccfef4e01ad0e4a8183f108d9697552e4%7C3b076d9078b24abd9e05c20f26289c46%7C0%7C0%7C637656776390670405%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=HmtqW4EEw0Ce%2BCAsuadBCORlDprpG8VXDcy0zgErnbw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffe.bolindadigital.com%2Fwldcs_bol_fo%2Fb2i%2FmainPage.html%3Fb2bSite%3D6345&data=04%7C01%7Cvbendle%40dmatschools.org.uk%7Ccfef4e01ad0e4a8183f108d9697552e4%7C3b076d9078b24abd9e05c20f26289c46%7C0%7C0%7C637656776390670405%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=mkem%2F%2BKqsKhUiJJ6AF6NnXnB1TBRYjh3tehO1lNoQoQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.overdrive.com%2Fapps%2Flibby%2F%3Futm_medium%3Dlightning_banner%26utm_source%3Dlightning%26utm_campaign%3Dlibby&data=04%7C01%7Cvbendle%40dmatschools.org.uk%7Ccfef4e01ad0e4a8183f108d9697552e4%7C3b076d9078b24abd9e05c20f26289c46%7C0%7C0%7C637656776390680366%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=AKNdn3iP2BYIl8f21a%2B8AoEG3bLIb1%2BRrdvA%2Bu1s%2B9s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.overdrive.com%2Fapps%2Flibby%2F%3Futm_medium%3Dlightning_banner%26utm_source%3Dlightning%26utm_campaign%3Dlibby&data=04%7C01%7Cvbendle%40dmatschools.org.uk%7Ccfef4e01ad0e4a8183f108d9697552e4%7C3b076d9078b24abd9e05c20f26289c46%7C0%7C0%7C637656776390680366%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=AKNdn3iP2BYIl8f21a%2B8AoEG3bLIb1%2BRrdvA%2Bu1s%2B9s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.devonlibraries.org.uk%2Fweb%2Farena%2Freferenceonline&data=04%7C01%7Cvbendle%40dmatschools.org.uk%7Ccfef4e01ad0e4a8183f108d9697552e4%7C3b076d9078b24abd9e05c20f26289c46%7C0%7C0%7C637656776390690318%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=27%2FD6tj6m%2BuN9d7FP4%2FWxiLOFJlTAAsTOxCjO%2FZCDus%3D&reserved=0
https://funpalaces.co.uk/
https://www.devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/okehamptonlibrary


 

 

Reading Well for children recommends reading to help you deal with worries, feel better and 

boost your mood. The books have been chosen by children, carers, health experts and 

librarians.    

 

 

Devon Libraries is part of Libraries Unlimited 

Libraries Unlimited is a registered charity.  Every penny raised goes directly towards 

library services that help make a difference to people’s lives and communities.  To 

donate, please visit librariesunlimited.org.uk  

 

 

Regular events 

Adults 
 

Every Tuesday 13:30-14:30– Knit & Natter  

Bring along your knitting, stitching, crochet or other portable project, for a chat with 

like-minded crafters.  Tea and coffee available at 50p a cup. Knit and Natter takes place in 

the children’s area of the library.  A small selection of baby toys will be available during 

these sessions.  

 

Children and Young People 
 

Tuesdays 10:00-10:20 & 11:00-11:20 - Bounce & Rhyme    

For under 5s and their carers 

Free – booking in advance essential  
 

Wednesdays 09:30–10:15 - Duplo Builders & Storytime for ages 0-5 

Free - no booking necessary 
 
 

Saturdays 10:30–11:30 Lego Builders for ages 5+  

Free - no booking necessary 
 
  

Book Track for ages 6+ during library opening hours 

Free, ask staff for further details 

 
 

Children under 8 must be accompanied to all events by a responsible adult  

 

Please see our library 

website or Facebook page for any additional events and library 

services www.devonlibraries.org.uk 

 

Opening Hours 
 

Monday  09:00-17:00 

Tuesday  09:00-18:00 

Wednesday  09:00-13:00 

Thursday  09:00-17:00 

Friday  09:00-18:00 

Saturday  09:00-13:00 

 

Okehampton Library, 4 North Street, Okehampton EX20 1AR 

01837 52805  okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

@OkehamptonLib 
 

 

 

facebook.com/OkehamptonLibrary 

 

https://librariesunlimited.org.uk/
http://www.devonlibraries.org.uk/

