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What are knowledge organisers?

Knowledge organisers are a summary of the key facts and essential knowledge that pupils need about a unit
of work or a curriculum subject. They should be no more than one side of A4 with all the information broken
down into easily digestible chunks. The single side of A4 is important in order to focus the minds of the
teachers creating them so they only include what's absolutely crucial. It is easy for knowledge organisers to
become overwhelmingly full of information which then renders them useless. Knowledge organisers can be
used for any subject or year group, from the humanities such as history and English to maths and science.

5 benefits of using knowledge organisers

1. A knowledge organiser makes the teacher think hard about what will be taught

If it is not going to be used within a sequence of lessons, then there is no reason for that information to be
in the organiser. Going through this thought process makes exactly what learning you expect to occur far

clearer, and with this clarity the likelihood that what we teach will stick with pupils increases.

2. Knowledge organisers support children to learn and remember more

, Sharing key information with children will ensure that pupils could come to a lesson already having some
understanding of the key vocabulary or key facts needed to be successful for that lesson. Further,
Professor Graham Nuthall in his work Hidden Lives of Learners hypothesises that those pupils who know
more about a fopic learn more about a topic. Therefore, there is a chance that pupils could learn more from
a lesson when they have some of this information to hand. Pupils’ working memory can process the bigger

picture rather than getting distracted with the meaning of certain words etc.

3. Knowledge organisers support all learners

For example, those pupils who require more practice on 'shape’ could be given a knowledge organiser that
details some core knowledge on shape names and properties of that shape including angles. In addition, once
these facts and key words have been learnt, it will be far easier for the teacher to teach and demonstrate

how to use this information to solve more complex problems and deepen learning.

Assuming the key facts have been learnt, there will also be less of a burden on pupils’ working memory,

making it more likely they will learn to apply those facts when solving problems.



4. Knowledge organisers create opportunities for spaced retrieval practice

Spaced practice refers to a specific practice concerned with timing - ‘when'’ it's best to learn. Is it bet-
ter to spend seven hours on a Sunday to practise a skill before a test or to space those seven hours out
as one-hour sessions across seven days? Many studies have looked into this, and the evidence is clear:
it would be far better to practise for seven one-hour sessions than to practise for seven hours the
night before. When we retrieve information, that memory trace becomes stronger and the rate that we
forget something decreases. The more we space out our learning, the more time it would take for us to
forget something. Knowledge organisers are excellent tools to ensure that some of this spaced practice

takes place.

5. Used appropriately, knowledge organisers can increase retention of facts

This comes down to their core purpose. Our working memory can only take in so much information at one
time and for our pupils to be successful in a range of subjects they need to have a large store of factual
knowledge in their long-term memory.

Our minds have adapted to take this information from our long-term memory into our working memory
without sacrificing much space within our working memory, but children need to develop this skill. With
a knowledge organiser providing the key information and, providing the pupils use them correctly, these

facts can then become part of a pupil's long-term memory.




Littlemoor Curriculum Newsletter Summer Term 2023
Lizar Parents,

This curriculum newsletter will give you an outline of what your child will be covering in
Littlemoor throughout the Summer term. If you have any artefacts or resources that would
help to enhance or support our curriculum then please come and let us know. If you or anyone
you know could come in to talk to the children and share experiences and expertise, then we
would love to hear from you.

EMELISH “Year 1and 2: This term in our English lessons, the children
will begin by exploring the book 'Traction Man'. We will be focusing on
the language and layout of the text within the book and producing our

’ own story using some of the technigues we discover. Year 2 children will

p; "H-«.' : develop their understanding of using commas and including expanded noun
. %‘; A, N phrases. The children in Year 1 will continue to focus on the elements of a
successtul sentence and begin fo extend their ideas using new and
interesting vocabulary. The children in Year 1 and 2 will have daily
phonics, reading and handwriting sessions as well as opportunities to apply their reading and
writing skills within other areas of the curriculum.

i BREY

Please remember that it is also extremely important that you listen to your child read every
night to help them with their confidence in using and applying their phonic knowledge and
develop reading for meaning. Please have discussions with your children about the events within
the stories they read. There are questions at the back of the RWT books that you can use o
help with this. Books will be sent home every 3 days for RWI children in Year 1and 2. Free
readers can change their books as and when necessary.

MATHEMATIES Our daily maths sessions will include fluency activities within Morning Maths
tasks. We will be focusing this term on position and direction, time and measures alongside
regular sessions on calculations and problem sclving in real life contexts.

Throughout our lessons we will be expecting the children to demonstrate their - "r
understanding in a variety of ways. As well as problem solving, the children will be x =
developing their ability to draw and explain their reosoning about their answers +
and solutions.

SCIENCE Our learning for this half term will allow the children to
deepen their understanding of habitats and relate back to their learning
with Sarah (Wildlife learning officer) from last term. The children will
explore different habitats and toke on a project relating to a creature
of their choice. The children will be able investigate the creature’s
habitat, characteristics and much morel

HISTORY Our history learning this term will be centred around a Lecal Study. We will be
learning about our local area in the past and how things have changed. Hopefully, a visit to the
museum in Okehampton will also be included!




ART Our weekly art lessons will allow the children the opportunity to explore artists from
around the world. We will compare the work of artists we have already studied with the work of
Tom Schulton. We will make our own pieces incorporating ideas from his technigues.

PSHE: Our PSHE curriculum is based on a scheme caolled SCARF-
Safety, Caring, Achievement, Resilience, Friendship. We will be focusing :*';t-
on the topic of "being my best". i

. MUSIE This term we will be using our new Kopow music programme. Sessions will
f% be on a Friday and will be centred around the theme of "Superheroes' to
ﬂ accompany our "Traction Man' text in English. We will be focusing on bl"h:h and
a al tempao.

PE  This half term PE lessons will fake place every THURSDAY
in school. Please could you ensure that your child comes to school
wearing their PE kit (plain white t shirt, navy or black shorts and
trainers). They don't need to bring their uniform to change back
into - they will come home again in their PE kit. Miss Smaridge will
take PE on a Monday too. Please wear school uniforms and bring kit to change into on that day.

COMPUTING: In computing this term we will be looking at using computers fo make music. The
children will be learning how to make music using 'Chrome Music Labs’ - an exciting and engaging
wehsite.

HOME LEARNING Home learning will be sent home each FRIDAY and should be returned to
school on WEGNESDAY. Children in Year 1 and 2 will have a maths challenge to complete as well
as practicing their reading everyday too. All children in Littlemoor are expected to read at home
aloud to their parents/carers daily. Please record this in your child's reading record with a
comment. This will help and support them with ideas and techniques to include in their writing.
Please ensure that reading diaries and reading books are in school every day.

RELISIOUS EDUCATION Our Religious Education programme will explore
the theme of stories that are special to people of different faiths. We
will use role play, storytelling, videos and pictures to bring these stories fo
life.

ENOWLEDSE ORGAMISERS: Knowledge organisers are used in class to outline to the children
what they will be learning during each subject topic. They include key vocabulary and phrases.
These will be sent home next week for you to use at home with your children, it is important you
encourage them to use the vocabulary when explaining what they have been learning about.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to speak to us at the gate or contact Hannah in
the office at Morthlew, 50 we can arrange a convenient time. Thank you for your continued
support.

Wiss Smaridge and Wrs Hosking
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PSHE (Yr 1&2): Summer Term 1

F5HE (including R5E) Knowledge Organiser
*T’, Being My Best
Uantmooy
Key Word

Key Word Meaning
Support Give help to.

A tiny organism that causes a dizseese in
a plant or animal. Scienfists call these

microbes or microorganisms.

Hygiene The practice of keeping clean fo stay
healthy and prevent disease.

Disease An illress that produces symptoms and

makes someone Teel unwell.

Hygiene Different Food Groups
® It ig imperfart te wesh our hards as most disenses ere g e rate Tond
spread by feuching sthar pesple’s honds o by fouching *  Dncludes feeds such as ceresl, pesta, bresd and rice,
objects ethers hove tauched. " These fosds give our body extre energy,
®*  Some dseoses cannat be spresd such as esthme
® ot all ilinesses are caused by germs, but mony o, erd me Daiey fands

cen help to stap these from spreading by keving goad

hygiene routings, ® Includes feads such as cheese, milk and peghet.

® Theese fosds keep our teeth ard banes strong and

.

»  Dncludes feeds such as maeant and ruts
CATCHIT. BENIT. KILLIT.
® These fosds help cur muscles and body te grow, work
erd repar Themseles,

Learning Mew Skills Erust and veaetable

® Includes feeds such as apples, tematees and cucumber,

®  Wheneves we lears ta 22 semething new, if can be hard ot
*  These fosds help to heep us ‘gheawing with health’

first and it may require lots of prectise.

*  Sometimes we may foil but we reed To keep trying kerd and
persevering, even if it gets faugh, in arder fo sucosed,

* e go threugh semething colled ‘The learrieng Bne this is
mhere Things mey stert of f ecsy, but then beceme a bit
harder, but with practise, we get bettes,

*  Boals ere things we merk Tewerds to athieve.

*  People's hepes and ambtions fer The futere moy be
dof fe e,

® Aspiretions ere thirgs me kepe 12 acheewe in the future.

® It ig impartart te lesk bock an our lezening and be preud,

My Behaviour
®* A person’s bebeviour com affect ether people

®  Sometimes we can keve bed days, everyere does

= W can el leors from eur mistakes ond a pesitiee attitude kelps us learn fram these mistakes and
imprave,
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PSHE: Summer Term 2

P5SHE (including R5E) Knowledge Organiser

'1';}' Growing and Changing
] D e
Eey Word Key Word Meaning

Taking rotice of someone or something

Something that is kept or meant o be
unknown or unseen by others

Change The act or process through which A person who seeks to harm or
something becomes different intimidate those who they perceive as
vulnerchle
Growing Undergoing natural development by Tease Make fun of or attempt to provoke in
increasing in size and changing physically a I
I T N Y
Feeli and Emotions Erowing and Chonging

Some feelings feel good inside and others can feel
uncomfortable

Smiling can help us feel happier

Feeling hoppy to be gurselves i$ important

There are things we con do it we are feeling unhappy
or Cross

It is important to share gur comfartable and
uncomfortable thoughts and fezlings with people we
trust

We can tell how someone else is feeling by loaking ot
their foce and body languoge

It is important to learn about cur feelings and how we
con cope with them

@
<IN

=  Chaorge helps us grow aond con bring greot things to
our lives

= Charge and loss can feel incomfortable, That is
K,

= Eonls pre things we work towords to achieve

= It ig helpful ta hawe goals for the future

=  Pegple's hopes and ambiticns for the future moy
be differant

= Agpirations are things we hope to achieve in the
future

= It is impertant to look back on our learning ond be
proud

= 'Wae con all learn from our mistakes

= %ou can attempt dif ferent chellenges in different
Wy

=  Ferseveronce means not giving up

= A pogitive leorning attitude helps ws lzarn from
mistakes and improve.

Heal Relaticnshil
Alwoys remember your bedy belongs to you and you
con choose whot happens with your body
Some parts of our body are private, That means no
one should be ollewed to see or touch them without
permission
We respect others by allowing them to kezp their
body parts private
Some forms of touch are appropriate like hugs,
tickling ong kisses but it is imporfant to know the
difference betwesn what is appropriate and what is
irappropriote
¥ou have the right to say 'no’ to umeanted touch
Sporets are not the same of surprises. If o secret
upsets you, you should tell an adult you trust.
If you ever feel uncomfortable or unsure about
something, even with an adult you know well, you
should tell an adult you trust

Mk

K130
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