Respectful, Resourceful, Resilient
A creative approach to learning where all pupils can succeed

8th January 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
I hope that you were all able to enjoy Christmas despite the restrictions that were
imposed upon us all. What a week we have all had... Following this week’s
announcements from the government, we have done our absolute best to respond
at very short notice and have managed to accommodate a small number of
children who have needed to attend school so far. We have prioritized smaller
numbers to try and limit the risk of transmission of the virus.
I have written several communications so far and tried to keep you as up to date
as possible. I also know that your child’s class teacher is in contact with you – I
hope that you have found this useful. We aim to commit to contacting you at
home each week either by phone call, message on Class Dojo or email. Please
continue to check your Class Dojo for updates from your child’s class teacher.
There is much to be thankful for at this time of loss for so many people.
Personally, I am thankful for the amazing hard work that teachers are putting in
to change their approach at the last minute due to the unforeseen circumstances
we have all been thrown into. Mr Paine, Mrs Winter and Mrs Elliot – thank you
for all the flexibility and dedication you have shown this week! Mrs Davey, Mrs
Simmons and Mrs Ogborne – you are amazing!
MILK TOKENS
Reverend Brooke and the church community have kindly offered milk tokens to
families to help in these hard times. Tokens can be requested through the school
office and then collected from the school gates on arrangement. One token is
exchangeable for 1 litre bottle of Taw River Dairy Milk at Riverside Stores,
Bridestowe. Please do let us know if you require milk tokens. We can also make
use of them in school to provide milk and hot chocolate to the children accessing
critical worker provision. Huge thanks to St Bridget’s for this caring incentive for
our rural communities.

STAFFING
Welcome to Mrs Sally Elliott and Mrs Emma Winter in Littlemoor and Dartmoor
classes. Although they are not new to the school, they are now full time with their
new classes. Boasley are lucky to have secured such fantastic staff at this difficult
time. Bear with us as Mrs Elliott and Mrs Winter get to know you all and your
children, we are working hard on this. We are, as ever, a committed team who
care about the Boasley children and lockdown does not change this. In school,
we have a rota system where one teacher and one TA is face-to-face and the rest
working from home on remote learning. We will keep you up to date with any
changes but this is working well so far to keep Boasley open for critical worker
and vulnerable pupils.
DEVICES and DATA
We are working hard to ensure that all children have access to digital devices at
home to be able to access their home learning. Please contact the school office if
you are struggling at home, using a parent’s phone for example as we may be able
to help. The following link also outlines the Government incentive for increasing
data allowances on mobile devices to support disadvantaged children. https://gethelp-with-tech.education.gov.uk/about-increasing-mobile-data

SCHOOL MEALS
From Monday 11th January, Devon Norse will be able to offer a limited selection
of hot meals for children attending school. Menu is attached, so please email the
school office by 9am each morning if you would like to select a meal for your
child. Meals as usual will be charged at £2.30 unless your child is entitled to
universal free school meals (EYFS/Y1/Y2). The following link outlines guidance
regarding free school meals for children in all other year groups:
https://new.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-meals

Finally, we would all like to say a big thank you to parents and children who
brought in Christmas gifts for teachers and support staff. They are much
appreciated and will generally mean that New Year’s resolutions on diet and
exercise are essential!
Stay at home, stay safe and look after each other.
Mrs Deirdre Petersen
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